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APAJ1 T'EONAPKI:
TEHI3 TAPTbI/IFAHMEH,
TABUFATTbIH, TbI/ICbIM CbIPb!

TAYCbITMANODI

THE ARAL GEOPARK:
EVEN AS THE SEA RECEDES,
NATURE’S MYSTERIES REMAIN

ENDLESS

€3 KesireH MeMNeKeTTiH 6TKEHIHEH
[< TaMbIp TapTaTbiH YATThIK Ka3blHACHI

— TapuXxu, M8AEHN, apXEOOrUSTbIK,
Taburun eckepTKiWTepi. KeniHri xbingapbl 6ykin
anempae reosiornanblK XaHe naHaWadTTbIK
KYHObIbIFbl 6ap Taburn eckepTkilTepre
KbI3bIFyLUbISIbIK apTKaH, FeEOTYPU3M KapKblHAbl
Oamblin kenefi. FanbiMgap MeH TypucTepain
Ha3apbl Fe0IOTNASbIK TAPUXM ECKEPTKILUTEPTE,
eXenri>aHapTay kanablkTapbiHa, METEOPUT
KpaTeprepiHe, exxenri TeHisgepain,
lweriHainepiHe, onapabl MEKEH eTKeHOEPAIH,

TEKTOHUKAaJIbIK K¥6b|ﬂbICTapD,bIH, i3iHE aybln OTbIP.

XKep kolHayblHaH MeHOeneeB kecTeciHaeri
aneMeHTTepaiH 6apnbiFbl, exenri gayipaeH
Kasipri 3aMaHFfa oemiHri Fanam TapuxblHbIH,
Hebip kepHekTi ynrinepi TabbinaTbliH KazakcTaH
ayMafblH re0TYPU3MHIH allblk acraH
acTblHOaFbl Biperen MmyseiMeH TeHecTipyre
6onapbl. EnimMiagin ep eHipiHOe e3iHe FaHa ToH
reoflornanblk HolcaHaapbl 6ap.
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Director of the Aral Geopark

nation’s most enduring wealth lies in its
Ahistorical, cultural, archaeological, and

natural heritage — treasures deeply
rooted in its past. In recent years, global interest
in geological and landscape monuments has
grown significantly, giving strong momentum
to the development of geotourism. Scientists
and travelers alike are increasingly attracted to
sites of geological heritage: ancient volcanic
formations, meteorite craters, sedimentary layers
of prehistoric seas, and traces of tectonic activity
and long-vanished ecosystems.

Kazakhstan, with its vast territory containing
nearly every element of the Mendeleev periodic
table and exceptional examples

of the Earth’s geological evolution from ancient
eras to the present day, can rightfully be
described as an open-air museum for global
geotourism. Every region of the country offers
unique geological formations and natural
phenomena.




TUKiB
Kbi3binoppaa o6nbicol « Kizilorda Eyaleti

MamaHpapablH anTybiHWa, KeHec ogafFbiHOaFbI

anfalukbl reonormsanblk KopbikTap KasakcTanga
KYPbIMbIM, FeOMypaHbl CakKTay XaHe reonapktep
mMaceneci 1920 xbingapaaH bactan ketTepinreH

eKeH.

¥NTTbIK reonapk XeninepiH kypy 6actamacsl
HeOeH TyblHOaFaHbIHa 3ep casicak,
90-xbingapablH asFbiHOa Eyponagarbl
reoornsblk Mypa HbiCaHAapblHa TYPUCTEp NeriH
TapTy apKblabl XeprinikTi TayapeHaipywinepre e3
OHIMOEPIH, KbIBMETTEPIH COM 63i TYpFaH XepiHae
eTKi3yre xafrgal xacay, ayblnaplk xxepnepaeri
9KOHOMMKanNbIK KYNAblpayabl TEXeYy MakcaTbiHAa
KOJsFa anblHbINTbI.

ByriHae reonapkTep cypaHbICKa 1e XaHe eTe
TabbicTbl BU3HEC-xobanapFra anHanbin, TYPUCTIK
aFblMAapFfa xon awbin kenedi. Kasipri tanga
aneMmHiH 50 eninperi 229 HbicaHabl GipikTipeTiH
UNESCO-HbIH [yHuMexy3inik reonapkrep
XeniCiHiH XyMbicbl 6ip i3re TyckeH. byn xenire
MYLLesikke Ty YLiH reoTypPMU3MHIH canachbl
XoHe AeHreni xorapbl 605ybl Kepexk.

KasakcTaH —reoTypmamai gambiTy 60oMbiHLWa
anemMaik XxeniHiH ToxipnbeciH nanganaHraH
MOCTKEHECTIK KEHICTIKTeri anfallKblaapabiH

Bipi. KepLluinec memnexkeTtTepaeri 6yn canaHbiH,
Jamy KapkblHbl KaHOal oecek, KeniHri Xblngapbl
KbiTagarbl 180-HeH acTaM yNTTbIK MaHbl3bl

6ap reonapkTiH 41-i anemaik mapTebere ne
6onraH. Pecengeri 3 reonapkTiH 6ipeyi UNESCO
Bykinenemaik reonapkTep xeniciHe eHreH. An
OpTanblk A3nsaga asipre Xok.

According to experts, the first geological
reserves in the Soviet Union were established in
Kazakhstan, while discussions on the protection
of geological heritage and the creation of
geoparks date back as early as the 1920s.

The concept of developing national geopark
networks emerged in Europe in the late 1990s,
when geological heritage sites began attracting
significant tourist flows. This, in turn, created
opportunities for local producers to market
goods and services directly within their regions
and helped alleviate economic decline in rural
areas.

Today, geoparks have become highly
BocTpeboBaHHbIM and economically sustainable
tourism destinations, attracting large numbers
of visitors each year. The UNESCO Global
Geoparks Network currently unites 229
territories across 50 countries, and membership
requires a high standard of geotourism quality,
environmental management, and visitor
infrastructure.

Kazakhstan is among the first post-Soviet
states to adopt international best practices in
geotourism development. In neighboring China,
more than 180 nationally designated geoparks
have been established, 41 of which have already
achieved UNESCO Global Geopark status. In
Russia, one out of three geoparks is included

in the UNESCO Global Geoparks Network. In
Central Asia, however, no such territory has yet
been internationally registered.
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Enimizge reonapkTep Kypy YLiH 30p aneyerT,
aceM NnaHawadTTap, erken-Terxenni aepTTenrex
Tapux 6ap. OFaH Koca MHPPaKyPbIIbIM Xbl 6TKEH
CalblH faMbin, XOonaapablH caHbl MEH canachl
apTTbl, 8yexannap xenici ynranabl, KOHakynep
canblHAbl. Byn —aiMakTbiH TabUFK XXaHe MaaeHN
MYPaChbIH CaKkTanTbIH, XeprinikTi 6iperennikTi
HbIFAMTaTbIH XaHe AaMblTaTblH, COHOan-ak,
Typuamai inrepineTeTiH XxaHa b6arbIT. XXoFapblga
anTbINFaHOam, xonoap MeH KoHakynnepai,
aTTpakuMoHOap MeH canap opTasnblKTapblHbIH,
XeniciH opaH api ynranTa Tyceni. byn Typuctepre
Konannbl 6onyMeH KaTap, XeprinikTi XanblKTbiH
03 >Xalnbl TYPMbICbIHA, XXYMbIC OpPbIHAaPbIHbIH,
allblNybIHa, ayblil-aiMaKTbiH AaMyblHa X0
awappl. LLlanFal enni MekeHoepaeH Kanara
KeLUyLLinep caHblH efayip KbickapTaabl.

Enimisge Apan, ¥nbitay, Kiwi KapaTtay
reonapkTepi Kypbiiyga. Apan reonapki—

Apan TeHisiHiH TaburaTbl MeH OCbl OHipaiH,
39KOHOMMKACbIH cakTay MakcaTblHAa KOoFa
anbiHraH OpTanbik A3nsagarbl anfallkbl TYPUCTIK
OarbIT. [eonorusanblk, aTHUKaNbIK TypapbiIMeH
Koca, 6acka TypUCTiK HbicaHOaPAbl KAMTUTbIH
allblK acraH acTblHOaFbl My3elt. byn aymak
Taburn-pekpeaumanslik, MoLEHN-TapPUXM XaHe
cakpangbl barbiTTapra 6an 6onFaHObIKTaH,
XaHagaH allblfiFaH reonapkTiH 8/1eyeTi XoFapbl.

Kazakhstan possesses strong potential for geopark
development due to its diverse landscapes,

rich historical legacy, and steadily improving
infrastructure. Roads, airports, and hotel facilities are
expanding year by year. This creates an entirely new
avenue for preserving natural and cultural heritage,
strengthening local identity, and stimulating tourism
development. It also contributes to the expansion of
transport and hospitality infrastructure, generates
employment opportunities, improves living
standards for local communities, and helps reduce
rural-to-urban migration.

At present, geoparks are being established in Aral,
Ulytau, and Kishi Karatau. The Aral Geopark is

the first tourism initiative in Central Asia aimed at
preserving both the natural environment and the
economic potential of the Aral Sea region. It functions
as an open-air museum that combines geological
and ethno-cultural routes with other tourism assets.
Given its rich natural, recreational, cultural, historical,
and sacred resources, the geopark demonstrates
substantial long-term development potential.

Efforts to comprehensively restore the Aral
region’s ecosystem, stabilize its socio-economic
conditions, and mitigate environmental damage
have united government institutions, local
communities, and the International Fund for
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Apan eHipiHiH 3KOXYIMECIH KeLLeHAi XaHFbIPTY,
aneyMeTTiK-9KOHOMMUKaSbIK XaFaanblH
TypakTaHOblpy, COHAaM-ak 9KOMOrnanblK,
XaFbIMCbI3 Cangapabl X0t MakcaTbl
MEeMAEKETTIK KypblnbiMOapabl, XeprifikTi
XanblKTbl XXaHe Xanblkapasnblk Apangbl KyTKkapy
KOpbIH BipikTipai. feonapkTiH pecMu albiny
cantaHaTbl 2024 xbingbiH 15 TamMbl3biHAa Apan
KanacbiHaa eTTi. On Apan aydaHbl ayMaFblHbIH,
wamameH 30%-blH anbin xaTbip, «baTbiC
Eypona-baTbic KbiTal» xanbikapanbik TPaH3UTTIK
OanisiHiH 6oMbiHOa OpHanackaH.

ApamsaTt 6anacbl ayblp 3KONOrMANbIK anaTneH
Kypecyre xaHe 6akbITTbl 6Mip cypyre KabineTTi.
Apan eHipiHiH 6ipereit MypachblH XaHFbIPTY XaHe
afemMre TaHbIMan eTy yWiH HaKTbl KagaMm xacay
Kepek. lfeonapk Kypynaarbl 6acTbl yCTaHaTbIH
KaFmaa ocbl.

Feonormanbik MypaHblH Heri3ri obbekTinepi
XepaiH TapUXbliH, KITMMaTTbIH 63repyiH
3epTTeyre MyMKiHaik 6epeni. Apan TeHisiHiH
KypFaFaH TabaHbl — FblIbIMW 3€PTTEYMEH
allHanblcaTbliHOapFa, TypucTepre TanTblpMac
opTa. TeHis TabaHbIMEH Xasy, KesnikneH Xxypyre,
Mapc 6eTiHe ykcac epeklle naHawadTThl,
KbI3bla1 KiTanka eHreH cCMpek Ke3aeceTiH KycTap
ys canaTblH KaHbOHAAP MeH Kenaepai seprreyre
6onagbl.

Byn aymak epxXypek xayblHrepnepaiH aTaMekeHi
6onFaHOblKTaH, aTakTbl 6aTblpnapabiH,
aynmnenephiH KeceHenepi kMenixep peTiHae
KypMeTTeneqi. XeprinikTi TypFblHOap onapabl
KaMKOpJIblKKa ablif, Kagip-KacueTiH XacTapFa,
TYPUCTEPre YFbIHObIPbIN OTbipagbl.

Saving the Aral Sea. The official opening ceremony
of the geopark took place on August 15, 2024, in
the city of Aral. It covers approximately 30 percent
of the Aral District and is strategically located
along the international transport corridor “Western
Europe — Western China.”

Humanity is capable of overcoming even the
most severe environmental crises and building

a sustainable future. The restoration and global
recognition of the Aral region’s unique heritage
requires concrete and coordinated action — this
principle lies at the heart of the geopark initiative.

The geological heritage sites of the area provide
invaluable insight into the Earth’s history and the
processes of climate change. The dried seabed of
the Aral Sea offers a unique natural laboratory for
researchers and tourists alike. Visitors can cross

it on foot or by vehicle, exploring Martian-like
landscapes, canyons, and saline lakes where rare
bird species listed in the Red Book continue to nest.

Historically, this land has been associated with
brave warriors and heroic traditions. It is home to
the mausoleums of celebrated batyrs and saints,
revered as sacred sites by local communities.
These traditions are carefully preserved and
passed on to younger generations and visitors.

The legacy of akyns and zhyrshy — poets and oral
storytellers who glorified courage, resilience, and
national unity — continues to live on. The people of
Aral have preserved the authenticity of traditional
musical and poetic performance to this day. The
“House of Zhyrau” operates in the region to safeguard
and transmit these unique artistic traditions.
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BaTbinabiKThl, en 6ipnirid gspinTereH xolpaynap
Mypachl, Xblp-TepMeep ypnakTaH-yprakka
Oepinin kenepi. ApanabikTap KyHi OyriHre gemnin
Xblpay/siblk 6HEPAIH epekLLeNniKTepiH, 4aCTypAi
OpblHAAaYLWbINbIKTbI Tada KyniHae cakTaFaH. Ocbl
eHipre FaHa TeH Makampapnbl kenep ypnak,
caHacblHa CiHipy YWiH MyHaa «XKblpaynap yni»
XYMbIC icTenai.

ApangblH Nep3eHTi, anemMre surini xasyuibl

o6 aixamin HypnelicoBTiH, LWblFapMallbliblFbl
TyFaH XepiHe fereH cymicneHuinikke, )XxoranraH
TeHi3ai aHcayFa Tosbl ekeHi 6enrini. XaayLubl
MeMopuanbl TeHi3aiH OypblHFbl XaFacbiHOa
OpHanackaH, 6yn xanblKTbiH apMaHbIH, Apan
KesiHOeri xxaFanayblHa KalTa opanaTblHbiHa
YMITTI ekeHiH 6eliHenena,.

KeprinikTi XypTLWbINblK 84eT-FypbinTapapl
cakTanapl, KoneHepaiH ecki 3amMaHHaH 6epi

Kene xaTkaH ynrinepiH yMbiTnaraH, 4acTypni
Taramaapabl Xacarnabl, AiHW XaHe backa oa
Mepekenepai atan eteni. ATakacibi ManLUbinbIK NeH
OanbiKLLblSblK 60NFAaHAbIKTaH, OCbIFaH KaTbICTbI
Bapnblk ASCTYPNEpP MeH XaHallblnablKTapabl
KYHOENIKTI TYpMbICTa KongaHaabl.

Byn aymakTbl TabuFK, TapUXM XoHe TYPUCTIK
XarblHaH gambiTyablH Cblp eHipiHe Turisep nanaacsl
30p 6onMak. Feonapk XeprinikTi XanblKTbiH
KongaybIMeH ybiIMOacTblpbliFaH. OHbIH AaMYybIHa,
TYpUCTEpPOiH KenyiHe TypfFbiHOAp Aa Myageni

The heritage of Abdimajil Nurpeisov, the world-
renowned writer and son of Aral, is deeply rooted in
his love for his homeland and his longing for the lost
sea. His memorial, located on the former shoreline,
symbolizes hope and collective memory —the
belief that the Aral coastline may one day return.

Local residents continue to preserve their
customs, traditional crafts, cuisine, and cultural
and religious celebrations. Since livestock
breeding and fishing have historically been

the region’s principal livelihoods, the traditions
associated with these activities remain actively
woven into everyday life.

The development of this territory as a natural,
historical, and tourism hub holds tremendous
promise for the future of the region. The geopark
is community-driven, with local residents actively
supporting its growth and directly benefiting
from tourism expansion. Artisans producing
camel wool goods, dairy products, and traditional
handicrafts are also participating in the initiative,
contributing to economic diversification and
employment generation.

Among the most significant geo-sites, the Aral
Sea stands as a planetary-scale geoecological
monument — a symbol of desertification,
salinization, and ecosystem collapse, and one of
the largest environmental disasters in modern
human history. Today, however, the Small Aral
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OonFaHabIKTaH, Tyie CYTiHEH, XYHHEH XacanfaH,
Kefere XxapalTblH ©HIMAEP XacalTbiH CaHAIK-
KonpoaHbanbl eHep Webepnepi ae TapTblIFaH.
Byn sKOHOMWKaHbI ©pKeHOeTyre, TYPFbiHOapabl
nalpanbl icneH anHanbicyFa xeTtenenai.

EH Herisri reoHbicaHaap Typasbl anTcak,
Apan TeHi3i —nnaHeTapnbik MacllTabTarbl
reoaKoNornasnblk eCkepTKiLl, KYPFaKLWblIbIK,
Ty3[aHy XaHe aKOXYNe aerpagaumachiHblH,
Mbicanbl. AqamM3aaT TapuXxblHOaFbl eH, ipi
3KONOrUAnbIK anaTTbiH 6ipiHiH cangapbiHaH
TapTblIFaH TeHi3 TabaHbl. byrinae Kiwi Apan
TeHi3iHe HGanblKTap MeH KycTap opalifaH,
MWKPOKMMAT XaKcapFaH.

KambicTbibac keni, AKkecne XepacTbl bICTbIK,

cybl, Kekapan 6ererti, LUnxara Kymabl

Tebenepi, bapcakenmMec Taburm KOpbIFbl,
ApbicTaHb6ab, berim aHa keceHenepi, Tarbl 6acka
HblCaHOap KenyLifiepre TapuxTaH, exenri

09Yip aHbl3gapblHaH Cblp WepTin, Taburatnex
Tinoecyre MymMKiHaik 6epepi.

Anpafbl yakbiTTa Apan reonapkiHe UNESCO-HbIH
XahaHaplk MapTebeciH anyra eTiHilw 6epinepi.
Komunccumsa aymak TbiH reonapk xahaHablk,
XeniciHe Kipyi Typasnbl GipHelue Kputepuminnep
HeriziHae Wewim WhiFapadbl. Apan reonapkiH
UNESCO TigimiHe KoCy ayMaKTbiH 9KOHOMMKAIbIK,
FbIIbIMM XX8HEe MaeHM laMyblHa cepriH bepyre,
Xasnblkapasblk bIHTbIMaKTacTblkKa, 6ifiM MeH
FbINbIMW XETICTIKTEePAI KEHIHEH HAacKXaTTayFa
blknana eTeTiH bonafbl.

OHiprepae NHQyCTPUSAbIK, LWMKi3aTTblK EMeC
9KOHOMMKaHbI Aa famblTy, biperen Taburn
reonorunsnbik 06bekTinepre bargapnaHy ete
MaHbI3abl. XXac ypnak yLwiH 6iperein Tabueu
obbvekTinepai cakTan, Tasa KopluaraH opTa
KanbinTacTblpyFa MyMKiHAiK Bap.

Sea is witnessing the gradual return of fish and
bird populations, along with visible improvements
in the local microclimate.

Lake Kamystybas, the Akespe Underground
Thermal Springs, the Kokaral Dam, the Shijaga
Sand Dunes, the Barsakelmes Nature Reserve,
and sacred monuments such as Arystan Bab
Mausoleum and Begim Ana Mausoleum all offer
visitors a journey through history, ancient legend,
and the living dialogue between humanity and
nature.

In the near future, an application will be
submitted for UNESCO Global Geopark status.
An international commission will assess

the territory against multiple criteria before
deciding on its inclusion in the global network.
UNESCO recognition would significantly
enhance the region’s economic, scientific, and
cultural development, strengthen international
cooperation, and promote the achievements of
local research and knowledge on a global stage.

At the regional level, it is essential to foster non-
extractive and industrially diversified economic
growth while focusing on the area’s unique
geological assets. This also presents an opportunity
to preserve exceptional natural sites for future
generations and to ensure a cleaner, healthier, and
more sustainable environment for the youth. B
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